Home and School Association

Minutes for October 12, 2011, Meeting

1.   2 parents, in addition to officers, attended meeting – Cynthia Amugi and Sherri Antonetti
 
2. Report from Sister Sharon:  

We have 236 students this year—we’re maintaining our numbers from last year;  would like to have 40 – 50 more students, especially in 4th through 6th grades. 

· Possible organization of soccer team at SMS through MSI (County league) to arrange with city.  Tennis team?  Need equipment for that first—put on wish list for Auction?
· Archdiocese HSA not yet set date for School Board & HSA Officer yearly meeting, should’ve had one by now.
· Weeding and planting of flowers in the Sacred Heart garden by school front doors looks very lovely
· School participated in Guinness World Record for jumping jacks led by Michelle Obama starting 10-11-11.  Students at SMS had to do jumping jacks for 1 minute.  Number of jumping jacks per student was counted.  Mrs. Morelli is collating information and sending it in for verification.  
 
3. 
Committee Reports:
· Home Room Coordinator – no reports
· Dinner Night Out – CheeBurger CheeBurger dinner night was successful, everyone had a wonderful time
· Innisbrook—no report yet
· Box Tops for Ed/Campbell Soup Label – Maggie Wood is coordinator; need to look at St. Elizabeth’s School for ideas on how to promote this at SMS; they have a school “free money webpage”
· Fall Festival – profit of $1657.22. Already had a debriefing meeting to figure out how to increase profit.  Everyone had a fantastic time. Saved a lot of $$ thanks to Bar-T’s participation (saved $600 on DJ.)  Crowd was very large, huge turnout.  Some suggestions for improvement for next year from festival attendees included – lock down on hot dogs, paper plates/napkins, photo booth, table cloths to cover beat-up wooden tables, puppet show, Rubik’s Cube games, and chess games.
· Spirit Gear – went pretty well, sweatshirts sold especially well after prices marked down to ½ off; made $183.  Took some orders for more sweatshirts and small size t-shirts.  Parents would buy more but kids can’t wear the items to school on a regular basis.  Need to look into possible sweatshirt hoodie with zip up to be part of uniform, navy blue.  Need to check with School Board on this.  
 
4.
Discussion Topics:
· Damage Forms—not discussed
· Update on Flowers – Will ask boy scouts/girls scouts to help with cleaning and planting flowers in the rest of the gardens in Spring 
· Sewer Gas Smell – waiting for Father to OK price and contract; Archdiocese is aware of the problem now, and any upgrade HSA to be OK’d by Archdiocese first 
· Posting minutes on website – We have permission to post meeting minutes on the website now.
· Early Bird Issue – Big issues with Early Birds.  Parent volunteers aren’t showing up on Mondays, Thursdays, and rainy days.  No one is helping small children out of cars.  What can we do to fix this problem?  Can Sister send reminder out to volunteers reminding them of their responsibility?  Also need to make sure that first and second place-in-line spaces for after school student pickup (winners from St. Patrick’s Day Auction) are reserved.  
· Bullying Puppet Show – Made impact with kids, now need workshop or presentation for parents.  What is the protocol for handling bullying at the school—parents don’t know.  How are problems being communicated/handled between school and parents?  Need to explain this to the parents. 
5. 
Parent Discussion Topics:
· Home and School-sponsored events for parents:  Have – periodic retreats with speakers, Saturdays or evenings.  Set up series of talks for parents on different topics.  For example, we could host a bullying workshop for parents and have Ken Goggin (sp?) from Archdiocese speak to them.  Other topics could include learning/special needs issues, fundraising.  Evenings in the gym would likely be best for most parents rather than weekend dates. 
Next Meeting is November 9th at 6pm in Music Room

